
Blueberry Growing & Care Guide for 
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A local gardening guide from Five Mile Farm & Greenhouses​
Boise, Idaho 

Blueberries can grow successfully in Boise and the Treasure Valley with 
proper soil preparation. Because local soils are naturally alkaline, proper soil 
preparation and amendments are important for healthy plants and good fruit 
production.​
 

 
SOIL & PLANTING LOCATION​
Blueberries require acidic, well-drained soil to grow successfully. Because many 
Treasure Valley soils are alkaline, amend the planting area with peat moss or other soil 
acidifiers before planting. Mulching with acidic materials such as bark or bark dust can also 
help maintain proper soil conditions. 

Blueberries often grow best in raised beds or large containers where soil acidity can be 
easier to control. 

Blueberries have shallow root systems and benefit from consistent moisture and regular 
irrigation. For best fruit production, plant blueberries in full sun. 

FERTILIZING 
Because local soils are alkaline, apply a soil acidifier such as Down To Earth Acid Mix 
when planting blueberries. This helps maintain the acidic soil conditions blueberries need 
to thrive.  
 
POLLINATION & FRUITING 
Although blueberry plants are self-fertile, planting two different varieties with overlapping 
bloom times will produce larger harvests and bigger berries. Early varieties typically ripen 
in June, while later varieties ripen in July or August. 
 
PRUNING 
Prune blueberry plants in late winter or early spring. Remove any dead, damaged, or weak 
branches. Older wood can also be removed to encourage new growth and prevent the 
plant from becoming too tall or overcrowded. 
 
HARVESTING​
Blueberries become sweeter the longer they remain on the bush. Pick berries when fully 
blue and ripe. Gardeners often use bird netting to protect the fruit. A mature plant can 
produce 15–20 pounds of berries per year. 
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